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an entirely novel sensation. The jets of water thrown into the
air as the shells struck the surface might have been more beau-
tiful under other circumstances, but the greater danger as they
came nearer and nearer suggested that the boats turned bows
on to the fort presented a smaller target, and thus minimized
the chances of hits; and so this experience proved of value then.

In the month of January following (1862), a brig was dis-
covered by the steamer R. B. Cuyler, Commander Francis
Winslow, near the beach, some twelve miles to the eastward.
Not long after the Cuyler had reached this brig's locality, heavy
firing of guns was heard. The senior officer present in com-
mand called the Huntsville, within hail, to direct her to pro-
ceed to the Cuyler's assistance, as that vessel was some miles
away and out of signal distance. The writer requested per-
mission to accompany the Huntsville with two boats armed for
near service. It proved later that these boats wore of much
service to the Cuyler's commander. On Hearing the V-uyln she
was found lying stern to the beach, distant some 250 yards,
disabled by the parting of a hawser which her own boats had
carried to the brig to pull her off the beach. In parting, the
end of the hawser whipped back, was then taken up by her
propeller, and a number of turns were taken around its hub,
between the propeller and stern-post, completely bringing her
engines up. At the same time her two boats wore broadside
on to the beach in a light surf, with all hands in them, wounded
save one or two by the rifle fire of the coast guard.

As the assisting boats approached the Ouyler to report for
orders, her gallant commander hailed the officer in charge, stat-
ing that he would not order anyone in under such, a fire, as all
hands in his own boats were probably killed; but if the boa,!; offi-
cer would secure the boats from the surf near the beach he would
perform an eminently important public service, A dash was
made at once through this fire from the coast guard defend-
ing the prize, though not without some loss, a sergeant of ma-
rines, the coxswain and one or two men in, the assist!tig boats
being wounded. The CuylerJs boats were rescued with their
dead and wounded, and, though riddled with bullets, wore
towed back to the Cuyler, much to the gratification of her noble
commander, who complimented the service highly.